
Parks, Recreation, & Forestry Advisory Board �t MINUTES
Thursday, January 20th, 2022 City Council Chambers 7:30 A.M.

Next Meeting �t February 17th, 2022, 7:30 A.M. Council Chambers

The meeting was held in the Council Chamber and is available on Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/IBr0dY42i0LZc0sTMwKw5pQFTK2iHe5_PHOICx5smTLK
Gyq4wnIk9cSw8aBB0K9X.WRecujLG1BBtG2Ok?startTime=1642689029000

Topic: January Park, Rec and Forestry Advisory Board Meeting
Time: Jan 20, 2022, 07:30 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada)

Meeting ID: 811 1704 9486
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,81117049486# US (San Jose)
+12532158782,,81117049486# US (Tacoma)

Dial by your location
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 811 1704 9486
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/khNL6m10W

CALL TO ORDER 7:30 A.M.

ROLL CALL  In attendance were Dardis, Griffith, Holden, Neilson, Reth, Running, Weigle, Clark. P & R 
Director Ehnes, SRAC Facility Superintendent Rauterkus, Parks Maintenance Superintendent 
McDonald, Interim City Administrator McDonald, Administrative Assistant Heiting. Absent Caldwell, 
Coburn.

DECLARATION OF ANY POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST No conflict of interest declared.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  Griffith proposed to move the Items from visitors ahead of the board items. 
Neilson moved, Dardis seconded, all voted to amend the agenda.

Neilson moved, Dardis seconded and all voted to approve the agenda as amended.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Running moved, Neilson seconded, and all voted to approve the minutes of 
the December 16th, 2021 meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT Public comment was opened at 7:32 A.M., with no public comments received.

ITEMS FROM VISITORS (Policy Note: Visitors are limited to 5 minutes of presentation followed by questions)

�x Kody Klein presented information on an idea/concept of a future skate park.
o Kody presented renderings and discussed the need for a new skate park due to the 

current skate park needing to be updated. A discussion was held by multiple skate park
supporters providing ideas and justification for the proposal of a new skate park.

o Griffith discussed the importance of applying for different grants to help fund the 
project and getting organized as a group.

o Ehnes stated that due to the Spearfish School District needing to utilize their land for 
future development, the skate park will need to be removed by this fall. Ehnes 
discussed now would be the time we need to think about the future of the skate park 
due to the requested removal. At this time, the city would not be able to pay for the 
entirety of the project due to the priority of other projects already budgeted and on 
the capital improvement plan.  It was advised that for the skate park to have the best 
success, the individuals would need to develop a non-profit organization and form a 
relationship with the city to help develop a private-public partnership.

o No action was taken on this item.

BOARD ITEMS
�x Introduction of new board members.

�x New Members- Sam Holden, Kara Weigel, Diana Reth.
�x Election of officers

�x Chair
o Dardis motioned, Neilson seconded and all voted to elect Griffith to serve as chair 

for 2022.
�x Vice-chair

o Neilson motioned, Clark seconded, and all voted to elect Dardis as Vice-Chair for 
2022.

 �x Assign board members to subcommittees
�x Rec Center Committee

o Bill Coburn, Charlie Neilson, Barb Running, Diana Reth, Kelly Dardis.
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�x Master Plan and Budget Committee
o Mistie Caldwell, Sam Holden, Kara Weigle, Justin Griffith.

OLD BUSINESS
Board Items

�x Q & A on January board update.
o Neilson inquired about the lighting project that is planned to begin this April. Ehnes 

explained that the Lions Club was able to fund and partner with the City of Spearfish to
achieve the first phase of the lighting project. The rec path from Brady Park towards 
Jackson Blvd. through Lion�[s Park is scheduled to be the first to receive the lighting. 
This is projected to be a legacy project, in hopes it will continue until the entirety of 
the rec path is fully lit.

o Running questioned when the lighting would be installed on the path near Jorgensen 
Park. Ehnes commented that it is unknown at this time. Neilson questioned the 
spacing between the light poles. Ehnes explained ordering taller poles allowed for 
more space in between poles, which resulted in fewer poles to purchase. Weigle 
commented that as a user, this would be beneficial due to poor lighting in the 
mornings and evenings.

o Weigle questioned the Jorgensen Bridge update, requesting that the repairs get 
completed after the school year due to this bridge being one of the main paths for 
children to get to and from school. Ehnes explained that the city just received the 
updated engineered plans, it is projected to take an additional 45-60 days to receive 
the materials. The city will work with a contractor to determine a time frame with a 
request it be done during the summer.

Rec & Aquatic Center
�x Discuss options to modify hours at the Recreation Center.

o Rauterkus discussed the variability of summer vs winter evening rec center usage, due 
to the substantial differences, a request for a committee meeting was made.

o Neilson questioned when hiring for our seasonal positions if it is possible to continue 
employment year-round. Rauterkus explained that due to federal regulations and city 
policy, a seasonal employee can only work 165 days. If a year-round position is vacant 
the seasonal employee has the option to apply for that position.

o Weigle requested data on how many 24-hour members we currently have and if it was
possible to see if some of those users are included in our evening usage.
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NEW BUSINESS
Director Items

�x Review the final 2021 budget numbers for the rec center and campground.
o Ehnes presented the final budget numbers for the rec center and campground.

FYI ITEMS
�x January 28th-30th- Indoor Soccer Tournament.
�x February 11th- All Accessible Dinner and Dance.
�x February 12th- Small and Tall Ball.
�x February 19th- Senior Sock Hop.

ADJOURNMENT Neilson motioned, Clark seconded and all voted to adjourn at 8:42 A.M.




